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READY TO PLACE THEIR ORDER (as of 8/8/2012): 100 people 

 

 

Thoughts on CHEAPER, more LOCAL, COMMUNAL,  

just-for-the-fun-of-it, OPEN AIR, Hot Weather RV Flight 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 
   



I love my RV-6. 

 

But the old girl surely can guzzle the $5 avgas while broiling my 

noodle under that bubble canopy.  It gets HOT in Texas during the 

summer - seventy days over 100°F during 2011.  Most houses down 

here have (2) air conditioners. 

 

What I would dearly enjoy is if Van’s someday offered an ‘RVtized’ 

Fly Baby or 1-person Cub type model, assembled like the newer 

RVs, to be a sidekick to my RV-6.   Match-drilled and pop rivets.  

Geared to the lower end of the money and flying speed scale.  $20K 

and 50kts.  Targeted to my current economics and geography. 

 

 
 

The image above is from the 2nd week of summer, 2012.   I’ve often 

wondered how many loyal customers of Van’s Aircraft, living in the 

hotter areas, would jump at the chance to build an aircraft that 

provided an open-air, simple, local, maybe shared, not-breaking-

the-bank flying experience….that was an RV.    

 

Watch this: http://youtu.be/1dqJl0sDEQg 

 
Me in the Cub on a day that ended up being 103°F. 

Emails I’ve received 

 
Hi Doug, put my name on the list / previous RV-
7 builder and flyer (N55CU) / sold it and now 
into 1/2 of a very nice F33 that I can't afford to 
fly / been thinking about a One-Ex or the Sonex 
motorglider or a vintage J-3  so the 15 might be 
right for me!   
 

--------------- 
 
I like the idea.  I love flying my 8, but a low 
cost cub-like plane is very appealing.  
 

--------------- 
 
Great idea!  I have recently been relegated to 
the LSA category with the status of my medical 
condition.  With the economy and  
my present unemployed status with fixed 
disability income I need a ray of hope of 
something that I can affordably build and fly.  
 

--------------- 
Sign me up!  To justify sport flying it has to be 
affordable.  I think the Onex is going to be a 
game changer. I hope Van has looked into 
affordable aviation.  
 

--------------- 
this is the future design for vans. put me on the 
list. we will all be flying LS eventually 
 

--------------- 

 
Doug, you have a great idea.  If people want to 
get the world interested in flying again there 
has to be an option that the average guy can 
afford.  I am building an RV7A and am on my 
9th year.  I have all my purchases made but life 
has gotten in the way as can happen.  Because 
of my situation I have flown almost zero 
hours.  If I had a low cost fun machine that I 
could run out to the airport for a quick hop with 
my friends it would keep my spirit alive.  You 
are talking about a flying machine that  
cost about what a nice motorcycle would 
run.  Look at any pretty day on the streets and 
all of the motorcycle groups having fun  
riding together.  I could see the same thing 
happening with this type of plane.  This is what 
aviation needs and the more people  
we get involved will protect our right to fly plus 
advance the whole business.   
Something like this I would not mind having a 
partner.  My RV7A is all mine and I want to 
keep it that way but the RV15 would be  
so cheap to operate and repair that it would be 
easy to get people together on a project.  I 
think this was the hopes of many in  
the light sport world that they would have an 
affordable plane instead of the $120,000.00 
machines that are out there.  It would have to 
stay under $20,000.00.   
Please put me down as one that agrees. 



I love the idea of both cold and hot weather RVs.  Yeah, but quit 

complaining unless you have an idea to contribute, right?  Well, 

that’s what this document is about… 

 

I put together this little sales pitch to see if I was the only person on 

planet Earth interested in a cheap as VANingly possible, low and 

slow, open air  RV-‘Basic’.  $20K to get in the air kind of low cost.  

After reading this document, if you find you too are interested, I’d 

appreciate you emailing me your contact info so I can pass it along 

to the factory.  I’m looking for 250 names….well…249 actually.  

Contact info at the end.  It may be that there is no interest 

whatsoever.  That’s what I’m hoping to determine.  On to the 

presentation… 

 

Let’s talk about money first.  During the U.S. energy crisis of the 

1970’s, market forces led to the development of smaller, more fuel 

efficient, less expensive cars.  It’s what people could afford at the 

time.  My first car, as a matter of fact, was a ’76 Ford Pinto.  

Designed during this era. 

 

Say hello to 2012, with its pricey car gas, shaky economy and flat 

growth outlook.  It’s paralleling the ‘70s in many ways.  Airplane 

building dollars have been curtailed by most everyone I know, as 

has the avgas budget.  Five years ago our airport hummed with 

activity seven days a week.  Not so much now.  My recent flying 

can’t be that different from a large chunk of the RV crowd - I don’t 

go on long trips anymore.  College is around the corner for us.  

We’re not into taking on debt and want to plan for worst case, 

which would be no scholarships. 

 

Next time you have your logbook out, see if it looks like mine.  The 

last (25) flights in our RV-6 averaged out to just a tad over 18 

minutes in length – (23) of those flights (92%) were solo.  I’d 

estimate 95% of them were at 40% power and 1,000’agl.  Very 

ultralight/LSA like – just enjoying the local countryside.  When I was 

building our RV-6 ten years ago, I thought my wife would fly with 

me all the time - she has flown in it exactly (5) times in (10) years.  

The conversation I had with friends over lunch the other day seems 

appropriate here, “what you plan for is rarely what you end up 

getting.”  And that’s perfectly O.K.   

 

Q: What is the best-selling car of all time?   

A: Toyota Corolla.  Introduced in 1966, one sells every 40 seconds.  

37.5 million sold.  Inexpensive and sips fuel.  

 

Given our country’s current economic climate, you could make the 

case that if you are going to introduce a new Van’s model in the 

 
--------------- 

 
Doug:   The RV15 is a good idea,I would be 
interested also .  As much as I like my 8, I will 
be 60 this year and with the economy ,gas and 
every thing else, you do have to look ahead 
 

--------------- 
 
Outstanding idea, count me among the 
interested!  I have wanted to build an RV for a 
long time now and have flown a demonstration 
ride with Ken Scott.  I've almost hit the 'buy' 
button for an RV-12 a number of times but have 
had to shelve the dream because the power 
plant package alone is $27,785!  The pireps 
from Paul, Rosie, Scott and yourself about the 
joys of having your own personal aircraft are 
becoming an unattainable goal at the current 
price of entry.  
I believe that at the cost you set of $20K I too 
may be able to experience the joy of building 

my own RV-15 
 

--------------- 
 
Hello, Doug.  I thank you for bringing up this 
topic of an inexpensive LSA fun flyer.  As a 
previous RV-6 owner and present RV-8A builder 
the proposed RV-15 would fulfil my need for 
practical local flight, replacing the overpowered 
Cessna 150 taildragger I currently fly.  If Van 
will once again give us what we want with an all 
new 4-stroke, all metal using pull rivets, and 
bring  
it in at (or under) $17,500, SIGN ME UP 
 

--------------- 
Count me in.   
 I hope to never sell my 9A as it is the best 
flying plane on the planet but my cross 
countries haven't tallied up as fast as I had 
planned and I fly solo more than 90% of the 
time.  I have been searching for the perfect 
plane to keep at home on my future grass strip 
and have considered the 3 but it $'s up too fast 
and I'm spoiled by matched hole 
technology.  So far nothing out  
there gives me the confidence I have in Vans 
quality of construction and handling 
 

--------------- 
 
Ad me to the list for a Vans Cub. 
I think I would really like something like this to 
fly in.  I would hope 
it would have folding wings so it could be 
trailered.   I know retired 
people would want to haul it south for the 
winter to fly it.  
 

--------------- 
 
very well thought out document. i would be 
very interested in this type of project. 



marketplace down the road, you might have somewhat of a hit if 

one of the next few RV models: 

 

1. Costs less to get in the air than any current model offered. 

2. Costs virtually nothing to operate (like 3 gal/hr in car gas). 

 

I’ve got this idea in my head that I’ll call the RV-15.  It has an RV-12 

wing reduced by a certain percentage (no passenger) mounted on 

top of a KK-1 style fuse.  Or something like that.  All aluminum.  

Amateur built and registered as light sport.  Assembled with pull 

rivets.  Folding wing maybe.  Targeted around the Toyota Corolla 

price point.  $20K total to get in the air.   

 

The KK-1 got in the air for $8,500 in 2009:  

http://www.airspacemag.com/flight-today/ten_grand.html                                                                              

http://www.kitplanes.com/magazine/fixedwing/0109-1823.php 

 

It would be strictly for ultra-affordable, solo, local flying just for 

the sake of flying.  Like owning a Harley.  Looking at cows and trees, 

counting deer and spotting wild hogs.  Over to the next airport for 

lunch.  Touch ‘n go’s after work on your friend’s grass strip on a 

summer evening.  No destination…just flying for flying’s sake. 

 

Maybe it’s owned by you and five of your RV friends. 

 
In the ‘insanely affordable’ category 

Sam Buchanan’s Legal Eagle XL.  Sam built a RV-6 before this. 

 
www.eaglexl-58.com for more info on its construction. 

 

The picture above shows RV-6 builder Sam Buchanan’s recently 

finished Legal Eagle XL.  He has right 

at $10K in it total – and that includes 

the new engine.  Sam can build (12) of 

these for the cost of (1) RV-10.  

Worded another way, it is 1/6th the 

cost of an RV-12.  It’s a baby Cub for a 

2nd plane.  More suited for our current 

Put my name on the list 
 

--------------- 
 
I'd be interested in one. I have two kids also 
looking to go to school, plus trying to finish my 
7.  Tough to do both right now.  
 

--------------- 
Thank you for the musings about the future RV-
15, great job.  
   Yes put me on the list as one very interested 
in this concept.     
I followed the KK-1 articles in Kitplanes carefully 
and would be interested in that as well, but 
know there is a lot of work between a flying 
prototype and a putting a fully developed Kit on 
the market.  
 

--------------- 
I enjoyed your RV15 article today.  I'm not an 
RV builder but I am looking at the Rans S6ES 
taildragger to build in the near future.  You 

must have been reading my mind when you 
wrote that article.  I've been searching for an all 
metal pop rivet high wing  
taildragger that meets the light sport aircraft 
requirements.  Do you know how many kit built 
airplanes there are like this, maybe 4 or 5.  I 
would think there could be a real opportunity for 
someone to jump in and start a kit plane such 
as the RV15 that you purpose. 
Having said that, you can count me in as a 
potential customer.  I hope you get 250 names 
to present to Van and he can see the 
opportunity here 
 

--------------- 
 
You can add me to that list! 
If it gets much beyond that $20k mark it would 
be a deal breaker for me though.  I'm currently 
leaning towards a Bearhawk Patrol as a stable 
mate to my RV6. 
Thanks,  
 

--------------- 
Definitely interested in this concept Doug. I just 
visited with a builder in Milwaukee on Monday of 
this week that is building nearly EXACTLY what 
you describe, only tube and fabric with a metal 
wing...sort of a mini single-seat Tailwind.  
 

--------------- 
 
I would be all over the RV-15. I am a partner in 
a -12 which is a cool plane, but other than a 
failed attempt to get to OSH last summer my 
flying tends to be of the local low-and-slow bug 
smashing variety. If I could get into a sub-$30K 
RV that was even cheaper to operate than the 
RV-12 and could be flown doors-off, I’d put my 
deposit down tomorrow 
 

--------------- 
I'm in! This aircraft would be great for the 



economic fragility. 

 

Watch this video Sam made: 

http://youtu.be/l2aQyoaBj08.   
This flight probably cost him $5.  He can go get in his RV-6 when he 

wants to scratch his go fast, go camping, get upside down and travel 

with passenger itch.   

 

Many HD videos of Legal Eagle XL at: 

http://www.youtube.com/user/rockiedog2  

 

Back to the RV-‘15’…. 

 

Like I said earlier, this more-affordable RV-15 ‘Corolla Cub’ idea has 

an RV-12 wing on top of a KK-1 fuse (and KK-1(ish) FWF).  CAD data 

for these aircraft already live on hard drives up there in Oregon at 

the factory.   

 

It looks like it has more than a little RV DNA in it, don’t you think?  

 
 

 

 

budget as I now tool around in a 182. Am 
looking hard at the 12, but this sounds 
awesome!  
 

--------------- 
Sounds like a fantastic way to get (and stay) in 
the air for a college grad price. Put my name 
down 
 

--------------- 
Hi Doug, 
U are a mind reader. I have to sell Miss Sandy 
cause of all the reasons you stated, so put me 
down as one of the 249. 
No viable partner found yet. Going to SNF only 
to work Homebuilt Parking and find a buyer for 
the RV-7. 
Sometimes life gets in the way of our passion.  
 

--------------- 
Count me in. I own  C-172 and a RV-3B and 
very much miss the low and slow stuff. I used 
to own a Piper Vagabond, and have flown  

many different ultralights 
 

--------------- 
I feel for you; 1 just out of college, 1 in college, 
4 major surgeries in 5 years, business in the 
toilet, 59 years old, airplane going up for 
sale.  Put me down for an inexpensive ride 
 

--------------- 
I would certainly be interested in building an 
airplane like this to compliment my RV-6, so put 
me on the list 
 

--------------- 
I have been thinking about buying a Highlander 
kit.  I would rather buy an RV kit for this 
purpose.  This would be a great compliment to 
the RV-10 
 

--------------- 
 
You are killing me with the RV 15. I am in the 
last year of building my RV 9 and the cost have 
exceeded any estimate that I ever dreamed of. 
Don’t get me wrong, I love this bird so far  but I 
sold a Sonex I built to fund this building job and 
renting at $125 hours kills me. I learned to fly 
back in 1962 in a Cub and would love to have 
one but heck, they are now unaffordable as  
well. Put me down as definitely interested in the 
concept of a RV-15 if it can transport me back 
to anywhere near the days of $8  
an hour flying the cub 
 

--------------- 
What a great concept! While I’m just about to 
finish my RV-9A, the thought of $6 + 100LL 
makes me cringe!!!  I have a friend here who 
just purchased a ’41 Cub and it’s a “hoot” to fly 
around the country side.  I’ve already decided 
that my next project will be something that is 
economical for the low and slow flights that 
keep me going.  Please add my name to the list 



Some rough goals/requirements: 

 

• Prime: Lower-cost of operation, ownership, and 

acquisition than existing RV fleet. 

o Must be able to be certificated as Experimental - 

Amateur Built but operate under Light Sport rules. 

• Secondary: Design for enjoyment of low altitude flying.  

Must have outstanding downward, forward, and sideways 

visibility. Rearward and upward visibility are less important. 

Must have excellent flying qualities. 

o Carry up to 250 lb pilot. Enough fuel for 2 hours of 

flight plus 45 minute reserve. 

o 500 man-hour max assembly time. 

o Full length flaperons (like the RV-12). 

o Folding wing for storage of up to (3) in one hangar 

(or for trailering home).  Even without folding, the 

high wing design would allow semi-compact storage 

between two low wing RVs. 

 

It could be the most 

affordable aircraft in 

the Van’s fleet, with 

the smallest footprint, 

could cost the least to 

operate, most of it 

could be built in a SPARE BEDROOM with the TV on in the next 

room, and the factory would now have something to offer those 

RVators wanting a high wing, J-3 cub-like experience.  Take THAT, 

you stupid economy!  

 

But wouldn’t a low and slow Van’s model compete with what’s 

already available from the company?  I don’t think so - if anything 

it opens up RVation to new customers.  First, folks who currently 

need to wait until their mid 30’s to be in a place financially to start 

an RV project could afford this in their 20’s (in an apartment).  It 

acts as a ‘gateway drug’ to bigger RV models when funds allow that 

later on in their careers.  Second, on the other end of the scale, 

retirees on fixed incomes with investments affected by the 

economic downturn wouldn’t need nearly as much money now to 

‘fly RV’.  Both ends of the Bell Curve that weren’t potential 

customers before now suddenly are.   Third, existing RV owners 

who wouldn’t normally consider a 2nd plane due to cost now will 

because it’s so much less expensive.  It opens up a whole new part 

of the flight envelope to all RVators.   

 

Many boat owners purchase a jet ski to compliment what they have 

instead of buying a second boat.  It expands their ‘water envelope’.  

The Sea Doo company offers its customers both boats and 

for the  
RV-15 
 

--------------- 
Sign me up! I've put 800 hrs on the -8 I 
finished in 2006, and I'm currently halfway 
through building a RANS S-7, which I'm sure I'll 
love nearly as much (obviously for entirely 
different reasons!). I would love to have access 
to a cheap, metal single-seat "altitude therapy" 
machine. Having Van's name on it would make 
it priceless! I'm pretty sure i'd end up building 3 
(1 for each son and myself)...might even talk 
my dad into flying again, who knows? 
Great idea, Doug 
 

--------------- 
Doug, 
Looks like a great idea. One of the reasons I 
sold my 6A was that I live in the middle of 
Dallas and an hour flying time took about 4 
hours out of the day, and most of the time all I 
did was cruise down to the Hico area at 65% 

power, circle a friend’s  
property and fly home. After a while the pure 
fun of being in the air got run over by the cost 
and the hassle of getting to and from the airport 
I started a 9A but never got motivated enough 
to finish it – guess I kept subconsciously 
thinking that everything that led to  
the sale of the 6A was going to be repeated. 
I’ve thought about a 12 as I get older but as 
long as I’m in the middle of the city it still 
makes no sense, and it’s still darn near as 
costly as a 9A. 
If I ever get out of the city I’d love to get 
something small and inexpensive for puttering 
around and looking down, and that  
didn’t require FAA medical. Maybe a 12 then, or 
maybe a 15. Put my name down 
 

--------------- 
I'm in. Just finally starting my -9. Also have an 
unstarted -3 tail. My delay (post divorce) was 
100% economic, and even now I'm  
unsure how quickly I'll get flying due to costs. 
I'd do this first instead, if it were available now 
 

--------------- 
 
I was already dreaming of building something 
like a Cub or a Rans S-7 next, so consider me a 
fan. When I mention this thought to people, I 
usually say something like: "What I really want 
is something to complement the RV for when I 
don't want to go anywhere and I want to feel 
the breeze while looking down. Basically a flying 
motorcycle for looking at cows and trees 
 

--------------- 
 
You can add me to the list too. If you think 
flying is expensive in the US, come on over to 
the UK to experience not just expensive but 
eye-wateringly expensive. I've been actively 
thinking of switching to gliding! But a low cost 



watercraft for this very reason (www.sea-doo.com).  Honda sells both 

cars and motorcycles.   

 

Now let’s talk about 

heat.    We all know 

that Oregon has the 

largest concentration 

of RVs on the planet.  I 

don’t know for sure, 

but my educated 

guess (having 

compiled the RV 

White Pages for over 

a decade) is that the grey oval above has a combined RV number 

larger than the northwest.  It amazes me how many RVs there are in 

the southern U.S. given the fact that I can hardly stand to fly in an 

enclosed bubble canopy after about 0630 during the summer.   

 

It would be simple enough for the factory folks to export customer 

area or zip codes from their database and do a GIS overlay over a 

map of the USA.  You would really see where the RV builder 

concentrations are.  Something like this GIS example that I grabbed 

off the interweb.  Bigger circle means higher concentration of 

builders/owners: 

 

 
 

If more than half your customers are below the 40° latitude line, 

offering something RV that lets them deal with the crushing 

summer heat might be a fiscal hit.  As in goodbye Kitfox kind of 

fiscal hit.   

 

My current way of dealing with the Texas summer is to (while the 

RV-6 is looking the other way) climb into an old 65hp J3 Cub I 

bought and do some low level creek inspections with all the doors 

and windows open.  Hangar rent, insurance and maintenance is 

currently split among several friends, nearly all of whom own RVs.  

RV15 might be just the ticket 
 

 
I have wanted to get back to flying, and I 
thought the –12 was my ticket to go vertical 
again. The engine cost brought me back to 
earth quickly. I’m disabled and on fixed income. 
  
My needs: 
Cheap 
Affordable 
Inexpensive 
Fit my budget 
Be LSA due to disability 
  
I would also suggest the option (at a slightly 
higher cost vs. full kit, and extra shipping) of 
breaking kits into smaller sections. e.g. R wing 
kit, L wing kit...? You get the picture... 
  
My house is due to transfer from the bank, to 
me, very soon <does happy dance>. The -15 
would put me vertical for sure! 
 

 

I watched the video for the J-3 Cub and was 

hooked! Put me on the list 

 

 

Please put me on the list for those 

interested in the "rv-15"! I sure don't 

understand why Vans has not entered into 

this market yet. It just makes sense! 

 

 

Car gas is now at $4.00 a gallon in northern 

Illinois, look for avgas to be $7.00 plus by 

the time OSHKOSH rolls around. 

 

My son and I have been looking seriously at 

the Legal Eagle. Not sure how long I'll be 

able to afford to fly the 4 when it is 

finished.  

 

Love your idea, like to build one in your 

price range 

 

Please add me to your RV-15 list...I 

presently fly a very nice RV-12 and a 
restored Ercoupe; but I'm also happy fling 

even slower and alone at minimum cost.  I 

have the time and resources to keep the 

'inexpensive and fun' concept alive... 

 



They all fly it, all the time I might add.  Easily more than our RVs 

(during the summer).  With eight of us, it’s flown every single day 

that is VFR.  $11 in avgas to go fly it for a half hour.  It’s a GREAT 

sidekick for the RV, but in the end…..it’s not an RV (and I really wish 

it was). 

 

Here’s that video link again: http://youtu.be/1dqJl0sDEQg 

 
 

We have a creek that leads out of our airport, and other than a 

couple of roads that you have to climb to cross, it has no human-

built structures on it for probably twenty miles.  Putting along at 

0630 in the Cub at 45mph with all the windows and doors open, 

flying as low as the law will allow, is NOTICIBLY cooler than just a 

couple hundred feet higher.  Like 25°F cooler.  You have to be back 

on the ground by 0730 or you’re covered in sweat, though.  

 

 
 

Around November, when the heat breaks, the RV gets the attention 

(and the door goes on the Cub). 

 

….I just saw your posting for a proposed 

RV-15.  I really like the concept, and think 

you hit the nail on the head.  Feel free to 

add my name to your list of what I am sure 

will end up being much longer than 250 

people. 

 

I work as a marketing guy in the the 

business and general aviation industry, and 

have to admit that the future for 

inexpensive flight and getting new people 

into aviation looks pretty bleak.  I began 

building an RV-8 back in 2006 when the 

world was a different place. After finishing 

the tail kit I decided to step back and pause 

instead of ordering the wing.  Three kids in 

college, the poor economy, and a job in a 

shaky industry were not the only factors 

that made me rethink my path 

forward.  Declining home values, rising 

health care expenses, tighter credit, more 

expensive fuel, personal and national debt 

are all signs that the future will not provide 

the discretionary income for me and 

millions of others to pursue our aviation 

dreams 
 

I've been away from airplanes for 25 years 
and finally have the time and money to 
go flying again.  Or so I thought, until I saw 
that it costs $155 hour to rent a C-182 here 
in Denver. And that's for a 35 year old 
airplane. 
  
So, the idea of building a RV-7, 9 or 10 
intrigued me until I realized it would take 3 
years and over $100k to build one.  I'm age 
52 and running out of years, thus an RV-15 
with a 500 hour fast build time would be 
perfect. 
  
Plus, I have 2 college bound daughters 
ages 13 and 16.  Just two more years until I 
have to start spending over $24k per year 
for tuition and fees at the University of 
Colorado.  I'm a CU alum and fondly 
remember the years when I put myself 
through the business school as a CFI.  I 
used to give tailwheel instruction and teach 
aerobatics. I flew mainly Cubs, Decathalons 
and Citabria's out of the Boulder Municipal 



What slice of market share would disappear overnight from Kitfox, 

Rans, Sonex and others that offer somewhat similar, smaller-than-

RV kits if Van’s Aircraft offered something like this?    I’m not a 

rocket surgeon, but I’m guessing a fiscally significant chunk. 

 

Plan ‘A’ is to keep our existing RV-6 forever.  It’s paid for and I love 

flying it when it’s not too hot, I need an acro fix or need to travel 

down to Waco to see Mom. 

 

Apple sold 18.6 million smart phones in Q2 2011.  Their iPhone isn’t 

the most powerful, or flexible, or cheapest model out there.  Why 

then?  It’s because their computer customer base is feverishly loyal 

to the company and they know it will be a well thought out, quality 

product (not a lawn chair under a tarp).  IMHO, Van’s customers are 

the same - feverishly loyal.  If you offer a low and slow, less 

expensive, open air  LSA model, there’s a good chance a line will 

form around the block of folks waiting to buy it, just like those 

teenagers camped outside the Apple stores. 

 

Van’s Aircraft is in business to make money, so yapping on the web 

doesn’t do anything.  So instead, I’m hoping to hand a list over 

sometime in the future with the names and phone numbers of 250 

people wanting to begin construction if they offer something like 

this.  That might be enough to make an eyebrow or two at the 

factory move up a scosh.   

 

Put me down as #1 on that list.  I’m looking for 249 more people .  

You don’t have to be an RV person.  You could be a J-3 Cub fan and 

paint it yellow.  250 people times $17,500 equals $4.37 million.  Not 

bad for this economy. 

 

Recapping, the economy sucks, avgas has doubled in the last 

decade, nobody’s job is safe and it’s too hot to fly in the summer 

under a bubble canopy unless you live north of the USA’s 40° 

latitude line.   Call it the ‘RV-South’ or the ‘RV-Hot Weather’ or the 

‘RV-Cub’.    

 

My email address is vansairforce ‘at’ gmail ‘dot’ com.  This list will 

be kept private between me, and if I get enough names, the 

management of Van’s Aircraft.  Every so often I’ll update the site 

with the number of names I have.  Thank you for reading all this. 

 

Doug Reeves 

vansairforce.net 

 

 

 

 

Airport.  I had over 1,600 hours of flight time 
by the age of 22.  Flight instructing while 
being a student at the University 
was absolutely the best job I've ever had. 
  
However, after graduation, I was unable to 
get an aviation related job, and instead 
worked in corporate america.  As an 
accountant.  Started out in a cubicle, just 
like Office Space.  So fast forward 25 years. 
It's time to go flying again. Low and slow 
over the verdant fields of Boulder 
County during those cool summer mornings 
with the azure sky backlighting 
the Rockies.  I can't wait to start building.  I 
sincerely hope you get enough names 
_______________ 
I've already started tire kicking for the next 
project. Love the idea of a simple, 
inexpensive, metal high wing plane (aka 
Kitfox). Folding wings, pull rivet, $5000 
engine or less. Hope my support will 
accelerate Van's to create such a plane. 

 

Loved your write up and analysis for RV-15 

the rationale.  If anyone can convince Van’s 

it should be you.  Add me to the list of 

builders interested in this great idea 

 

Being a full time college student and only 

working part time my dream of building my 

own plane is probably a ways off.  If there 

was an RV-15 however, I would be able to 

build it on my budget, over a short period 

of time and be in the air doing what I love 

to do much sooner than if I were to build 

one of the other models.   

 

 Please add me to the list of people 

interested in building an RV-15 

_________________ 

Currently flying RV-6A N226YK out of 7S3, 

EAA105, TwinOaks Airpark, Hillsboro,OR 

----------------------- 

 

Regarding your survey to gauge interest on 

an rv-15 Van's cub, put me and my father 

down for two of them. We love the idea of 

a simple aircraft that would accomplish the 

mission of boring holes in the sky with ease 

 



Addendum (3/5/2012 – 72 hours after pushing out original 

document)   Some people have asked how I got my '$20K in the air' RV-15 

figure.  Van's sells the RV-12 wing for $5,700 (includes their profit 

margin).  The KK-1 was built and flown by two Van's employees as a side 

project for $8,500 - including powerplant.  It still flies today.  We don't 

need the KK-1 wing....but I went ahead and included it in the price 

anyway.  The RV-12 wing and the KK-1 together total $14,200.  I tacked on 

another 45% for more profit, some basic avionics in addition to what the 

KK-1 had, and a little more just for good measure, bringing the total to 

$20,500. 

   What I was hoping to determine with all this is to see if there is 

quantifiable interest during our country's economic meltdown of a bare 

bones RV.  In other words, what is the least expensive pre-punch model 

Van's could get out the door quickly?  As in six months to flying the 

prototype quick.  There are a few models out there quasi-similar to this, 

but those do not already reside on Van's hard drives as CAD files ready to 

load into Trumpf TruMatic punch presses (RV-12 and KK-1).  And none of 

them go together with the speed (pull rivets), documentation and pre-

punched accuracy of an RV-12 kit. 

   How many unfinished RV-6/6A/7/7A/8/8A/9/9A/10/12 projects still 

needing $40,000 or more in parts to get airborne are setting in garages 

around the planet on indefinite hold due to our lackluster economy and 

unstable job market?  Hundreds?  Thousands?  These wonderful folks are 

completely sold on the Van's product, so much so they put a lot of their 

money down.  But, the economics changed in mid-build.  Stats say 50% of 

the builders will get divorced.  That certainly affects cash flow.  Their 

dream of RV flight is on hold, if not gone.  I ate lunch with a guy last 

Thursday who has been working on his RV-6 for 14 years - three of which it 

sat untouched. 

   What percentage of these builders could, right now, afford to build this 

RV-BB (bare bones) in the mean time and fly it now.  If and when times get 

better, they can continue with construction on their higher performance 

model RV.  Then they would have the best of both worlds on the rebound - 

two RVs that allow for different, complimentary missions. 

   A few folks have chimed in saying that unless it has 2-seats they aren't 

interested.  I would respectfully suggest they pursue one of the twelve* 

existing RV models that already have two or more seats (I myself have one 

- and love it!).  I'm pushing a 1-holer in this particular instance for a very 

specific reason: least expensive flying RV possible for everyone involved 

(factory to design and customer to build).  The wing is designed and 

already in the computer ready to punch out.  Same with the tail group and 

I really like your ideas.  I have been 

searching for a less expensive yet reliable 

plane to build.  Similar to you, I have 3 kids 

heading to college soon.  It will be a hard 

'sell' to spend too much and still meet our 

college goals.  As a 'first time builder' I like 

the idea of an easier (pulled rivet) option.  I 

have looked at the Zenith CH750 and even 

the Carbon Cub Ex.  Both promising but am 

really impressed with the Vans product 

line, and dedicated followers (VAF).  Please 

include me in your list of 'ready to order' 

--------- 

Put me on the list please. It is very 

appealing to have an “RV” option for the 

low and slow lovers among us 

Count me in for interest in an RV15. I live in 

florida and as much as I like RVs, I can't see 

flying in one of those clamshell cockpits 

during the hot part of the year down here. 

Excellent idea about the RV15 



firewall forward.  And as for 'Total Performance', with full-span flaperons 

(RV-12 wing) and weighing in at somewhere between 500-600 lbs, it might 

take off and land within the length of the Aurora, OR runway numbers. 

   A few have asked about the engine.  Well, I don't know what they would 

want to use, but the KK-1 used a VW (basis for designed by Dr. Porsche in 

the ‘30’s).  The same used on Sonex's Sonex, Waiex, Xenos and about 60 

other VW powered designs over the past 40 years.  Direct drive, air cooled 

and lots to choose from for under $5K.  No PRSU to worry about.  Sure it's 

a tractor engine.  I like tractors.  They help you out when you're in a bind. 

   During the last 365 days I made 137 RV flights.  All but 15 of those were 

solo (89%).  Ten of those 15 were for IFR training, so the percentage would 

have actually been 96% had I not been doing that.  This data, gathered 

over the course of a year, shows my true mission to be solo flight.  And my 

economic circumstances have certainly changed (whose hasn't?).  Funds 

are going to be tight for the next 8-10 years in our family. 

   Will there ever be an RV-15 like this?  I have no idea.  But sometime 

down the road, as car/avgas, hangar rent, insurance and engine costs 

continue to rise (they never fall), it is comforting to at least know there is 

real, concrete RV community demand for something like this in our 

favorite factory's lineup. 

   Vans sells their slow build RV-3 kit for $15,000.  The needing-more-

aluminum 2-seat RV-4 is $16,930.  If they offered an RV-'BB' kit for 

somewhere in the middle, having only to design a fuselage from the 

firewall back to the start of the vertical stabilizer, it would get in the air 

MUCH cheaper than any RV-3. 

   There will always be folks with plenty of money that can order any model 

Van's puts out.  I'm just not one of those guys (but I'm trying).  A 

gentleman from Spain emailed me (to add his name), and said avgas there 

is $12 USD per gallon.  That is $460 to fill up an RV-8. 

   Where's the break even point for this idea to work?  I haven't a clue.  But 

in the 72 hours since the document went live last Friday, 73 people have 

emailed me and asked to have their name placed on the 'ready to order 

now' list. 

 

 
        * RV-4 / 6 / 6A / 7 / 7A / 8 / 8A / 9 / 9A / 10 / 12/14 

 

 

More info on the KK-1: 

http://www.airspacemag.com/flight-today/ten_grand.html                                                                              

http://www.kitplanes.com/magazine/fixedwing/0109-1823.php 

 

 


